
life is about experiences, 
and the more experience 
you have, the richer your 
life becomes,” Mr. Shrader 
shared. 
“It was kind of interesting. 
My favorite part was the 
touch screen computers. 
Most of the things were 
memorable, the artwork 
was beautiful!” Yvonne 
Wu, a seventh grade stu-
dent stated. 
       Everybody at the 
school should take ad-
vantage of the field trips 
our school offers; the next 
field trip will absolutely 
have as much to learn as 
this one!  

On December 8, 
over seventy students 
went on an artistic journey 
to the Art Institute 
(https://
www.artinstitutes.edu/
sacramento). “The field trip 
offered an opportunity for 
students to see what high-
er education looks like,” 
Mr. Shrader, a history 
teacher at JRMS, said. 

Students went to 
see different departments 
at the school, including: 
culinary arts, animation, 
film, photography, engi-
neering, and many more. 
The Art Institute had a stu-
dent-ran restaurant at 
which many students eat 
as well as a student store, 
filled with snacks and art 

supplies. Art that students 
created lined the walls of 
the school; there wasn’t a 

place where you couldn’t 
find beautiful student art-
work. 
“Including myself, students 
and teachers on the field 
trip looked like they en-
joyed it very much. I think 

Beautiful music is 
coming from room B3 this 
year. On Wednesdays at lunch, 
it’s the guitar club! The influ-
ence of Mr. Armijo, the club 
instructor, will turn you from 
not knowing anything about 
the guitar into knowing every-
thing about the guitar. 

Currently there are 
between six and fifteen stu-

dents, all of whom want to 
learn more about the guitar. In 
the club, they collaborate with 
each other by sharing songs, 
learning different chords, 
and  having a good time over-
all. Mr. Armijo reserves time 
for the kids to work together 
to learn the guitar. He does 
this because he wants them 
“to make their own path.” His 

favorite part about the club is 
sharing music with others. 
“The students are really good,” 
said Mr. Armijo. 

The guitar club start-
ed 10 years ago and is still 
here today. It all started when 
the students asked for a guitar 
club, and they got one. 

Students enjoying their Art Institute 

Experience 

Feeling Artsy On A Field Trip!  
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Do you want extra credits?? 
READ NOW!!! You can earn 
extra credits by joining 
Acaletes. 

The after-school 
administrator, Mr. Leiva, 
says, “Acaletes is an after 
school program that benefits 
the students by providing 
time to do homework, help 
with literacy, instruction, 
and enrichment activities." 
For homeroom classes the 
students are divided by 
grade, ensuring that no class 

is bigger than 20 students; 
for enrichment, students 
choose. The enrichment 
classes include Computers, 
Hip-Hop, Break Dance, Girls’ 
Sports and Fitness, Boys’ 
Sports and Fitness, Home-
work Club, JRMS Drum 
Corps., Co-Ed Life Skills, 
Board Games, Boys’ Life 
Skills, and Boys’ and Girls’ 
Soccer. 

Attendees of Acaletes 
have many thoughts about 
the program. Esmael Dapa-

nas believes that Acaletes is 
“a very great program,” and 
that  “it’s better than 
school.” Kelly Phung believes 
that Acaletes is “helpful with 
homework and fun with 
friends.” Her favorite her 
parts are being in Ms. 
Wang’s homeroom and sup-
per. If you are interested in 
joining, see Mr. Leiva in the 
office.  

 

play the games.ò The library 

was able to buy many 
games because teachers 
who retired from James 
Rutter donated $400.  The 
plan was to have students 
check the games out so 
could play them in the li-
brary at lunch. 

Ms. Conway want-
ed to create a safe place 
where students can come in 
at lunch instead of being 

outside. Some games the 
students play are Connect 
4, Stack It, Jenga, and Man-
cala. Connect 4 has been 
the most popular so far, 
according to Ms. Conway. If 
you want to play games in 
the library, come to the 
library at lunch time and ask 
Ms. Conway or Ms. Jessica 
for the game you want to 
play. You must return it 
when you're done. 

The crazy environ-
ment of the library is the 
perfect place to come in at 
lunchtime and play some 
fun board games with your 
friends. 

On November 30, 
2016  the games became 
available for check out. Phu 
Duong said, “The games are 
fun and entertaining. It's 
pretty fun because I hang 
out with my friends and 

A c a l e t e s  
B y  A n a  A b u b o  

T e e n s  f o r  T o l e r a n c e  

B y  J a e l a  S e r n a  
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òThe library was 

able to buy many 

games because 

teachers that 

retired from 

James Rutter 

donated $400.ó 

R o a d r u n n e r  E x p r e s s  

Cyco Kidz is one of the enrich-

ment courses offered 

Teens for  Tolerance began 
in 2001. During those years 
they were only allowed to 
have 3 students in the club. 
Many schools have stopped 
the club, but James Rutter 
Middle School hasn’t. The 
club has opened up through-
out the years and now eve-
ryone is welcome to join.      

    Ms. Walker said, “It’s 
important the way the stu-

Walk your way over to the 
Teens for Tolerance club every 
Friday from 3:30 to 4:15 to have 
a great time helping the com-
munity. Teens for Tolerance is 
sponsored by Ms. Walker. 

In Teens for Toler-
ance, the students talk about 
things they have in common, 
anti- bullying, building a com-
munity, and helping people. In 
November, they raised  

money to buy gift cards to 
give to families who couldn’t 
afford to buy anything for 
Thanksgiving. In December, 
club members sold candy to 
save up for gift cards to give 
to families who couldn’t 
afford to buy things for their 
families. Students learn 
about and celebrate the di-
versity of the students on our 
campus. 

 

 

understand each other 
and learn about one an-
other.” 



having fun at the same time.” 
During second and third period, 

nearly forty students volunteered to par-
ticipate in this year’s competition. 

“I participated in the spelling 
bee because it seemed like fun and my 
friends were participating,” stated Karen 
Nguyen, a participant. She enjoyed partici-
pating in the spelling bee because, 
“anything is fun with friends and food.” 

Along with Karen Nguyen, Man-
preet Kaur, an eighth grader here at 
James Rutter, also said, “I participated in 
the spelling bee because it is a fun way to 
learn new words.” She won the spelling 
bee both years she has attended James 
Rutter, and enjoys participating in it. She 
won this year’s competition by spelling 

the word, “exponentially” correctly. As 
the winner, she received a one-year sub-
scription to Britannica, a twenty-five dol-
lar certificate to the book fair, and a cer-
tificate to remind her of her success. De-
spite spelling one word wrong during the 
competition, Manpreet says, “I am proud 
of what I have done, and I think there was 
nothing else different I could have done.” 

With those prizes, Manpreet 
was also able to participate in the District 
Spelling Bee. She received seventeenth 
place out of eighty-eight other partici-
pants, earning a medal and certificate for 
her participation. Afterwards, Manpreet 
will participate in the regional written bee 
and then the oral bee. Let’s all give her 
our support! 

problem to solve.” One of the 
teachers who sponsors Math-
letes, Mrs. Le said, “I like Math-
letes and I like to help the stu-
dents because I like math, and 
to see many students working 
on having a common goal to 
solve a problem is exciting.”   

In meetings, students 
get a math problem or a work-
sheet and get into groups to try 
and solve it with your group. 
After students solved it they can 
show the class how they solve it 
and to see if the answer is cor-
rect.      

Sacramento CA - Do 
you like solving tough prob-
lems? Then you should join 
Mathletes. Mathletes meets 
from at 3:30pm to 4:30pm eve-
ry Thursday. 

Mathletes can help 
improve your math skills. How? 
One of the students who joined 
Mathletes Truong Nguyen said, 
“At first I didn't like math. I was 
bad at it. But ever since I joined 
Mathletes, my math skills im-
proved and I started to like 
math more and more because 
there’s alway an interesting new 

Thirty students 
have joined 
Mathletes. More 
students can 
join by going to 
the meetings. 
Mathletes is a 
good start to 
your education 
and to your 
bright future  
ahead of you. 
Multiply your 
success by join-
ing Mathletes! 

Berkeley and Stanford. Mr. 
Fuentes started teaching at 
Sacramento High School, 
West Sacramento High 
School, in Ecuador, and in 
Mexico. 

“I think he’s very 
positive and cares a lot for his 
students. He doesn’t let them 
fail and he does a lot for 
them,” said Yoseline, an 8th 
grader. Everyday he has 
something to share with his 

students, and they enjoy 
listening to his short sto-
ries. Students believe he’s a 
very calming teacher and 
has a lot of patience. His 
goal for his students is for 
them to learn and want to 
learn. “I don’t like it when 
students give zero effort,” 
said Mr. Fuentes. 

Mr. Fuentes is a wonderful 
math teacher here at JRMS. 
“When I grew up I wanted to 
be a biomedical engineer,” 
said Mr. Fuentes. But because 
of an inspirational math 
teacher he had, he became a 
teacher instead. 
      He’s been teaching since 
1981, for 35 years. Before his 
teaching career started, he 
went to three different colleg-
es. He went to UC Davis, 

S p e l l i n g  B e e  
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Mr. Fuentes at a 

Mathletes competition. 

Truong and Mani 

working with 

Kahoots in  

Mathletes. 

DECEMBER 13TH — On November 
9th, James Rutter hosted yet another 
spelling bee at their library, continuing a 
long tradition of hosting it. 

“The reason we host the 
spelling bee here [at the library] is be-
cause it’s a tradition for the librarian to 
host it,” Ms. Conway, the librarian at 
Rutter, stated. “We also host it because 
academic competitions are a great way 
for students to learn new things while 

Spelling Bee participants 



Sacramento CA-On October 
11, JRMS students voted in a 
mock election. We do a 
mock election where the 
students went with their 
history teachers to the com-
puter lab to vote on a web-
site created by Mr. Popper. 
The purpose of the mock 
election was to educate stu-
dents about the election 
process. 

And, the result are 
in! Hillary Clinton 
(Democrat) beat Donald J. 

Trump (Republican) and 
other candidates for presi-
dent 455 to 18 vote. Kamala 
D. Harris (Democrat) won 
over Loretta L. Sanchez 
(Democrat) 350 to 337. Stu-
dents also voted on the 
propositions (see the chart 
to compare school outcomes 
to the actual election re-
sults). 

JRMS student Duy 
said, “The good thing is that 
the students chose the right 
people.” Antony said, “The 

mock election is a good thing 
to do because they get the 
students opinions.”            

Mrs. Poppers only 38 stu-
dents participated in this 
activity.  Most students 
didn’t participate in this 
activity because they 
thought it was “too hard,” 
said Mrs. Poppers. “It’s a 
national activity started by 
Teaching Tolerance” said 
Mrs. Poppers, the activity 

Sacramento, CA: On No-
vember 15, 2016 JRMS 
celebrated Mix-It-Up Day, 
a day for students to 
meet other students. 
This activity took place 
during lunch. Students held 
a slip and communicated 
with other students about 
their life, etc. According to 

director at JRMS. 
      “My favorite part 
of this activity is to 
meet people” said 
Bryanna Bibiano-
Cabral, a student who 
participated. 
Mix-it-up Day will 

return to Rutter next 

year. 

3:30 to 4:30. Attend at least 
four meetings and earn a 
Club Live t-shirt! 

Future events that 
Club Live will offer are the Lip 
Sync Contest in February and 
in March, the Kick Butts Car-
nival. “If you win the Lip Sync 
Contest you get $25 as a re-
ward,” Mrs. Poppers said. 
“After that you go on to an-
other contest and can earn a 
bigger reward. When the 
Carnival is held in March you 
can also win little prizes.” 
           “Club Live is a fun club 

to join because you  can in-
teract with people you had 
never met before, and you 
can bring your friends to 
have fun. The best part of 
Club Live is to not just get to 
know students as a teacher 
but also as Club Leader,” 
Mrs. Poppers said. “You can 
get a snack when you sign 
into Club Live every Mon-
day.”  

           “We get to interact 
with other people,” Ana said. 
If you wanted to make more 
friends you could interact 

Hey Roadrunners, do you 
want to learn about the neg-
ative effects of drugs AND 
have fun with your friends at 
the same time? Well join 
Club Live and bring your 
friends! 

Club Live was estab-
lished by the state of Califor-
nia in Sacramento in 1992. 
“Club Live is a club for stu-
dents to join to be informed 
to have healthy lifestyles,” 
Mrs. Poppers explained. The 
club is held in J38 with Mrs. 
Poppers on Monday’s from 

T h e  R e s u l t s  A r e  I n !  

B y  P h u  D u o n g  
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You can be a part of the 
club now by going to J38 
on a Monday. 



Sacramento, CA - Have you won-
dered what it’s like to be school 
principal? If so, then keep reading! 

Mr. Smith does a lot for 
JRMS. He oversees the office, meets 
with parents, meets with students, 
meets with teachers, plans activi-
ties, and these are just some of the 
things he does for work. He loves 
coming to his job. Mr. Smith said, “I 
look forward to coming every day 
to see what my students will learn 
in preparation for high school!” 

Mr. Smith got his educa-

tion at San Diego State and got a 
3.95 in college. Before becoming 
our school principal, he was a gen-
eral manager in restaurants for 
many years. Some of the restau-
rants were Chevy’s and Chili’s. He 
was also a math teacher at Florin 
High School for many years. Mr. 
Smith hopes that he can be school 
principal for as long he can 

Mr. Smith said, “The job of 
principal is difficult but extremely 
rewarding.” 

lor, about getting the cross 
country team new shoes 
since her husband works at 
New Balance, an athletic 
shoe company.  New Bal-
ance  agreed and gave the 
team new running shoes.   

Ms. Fidel says, “Ms. 
Keel,  Mr. Luna, and I wanted 
the team to have good run-
ning shoes so their feet 
would not get sore.” 

    On November 29th, 
Rutter’s Cross Country team 
received the gift of new 
running shoes. During their 
end of season celebration, 
the team received this good 
news and were measured 
for their new shoes. 

Students can thank 
Ms. Fidel, 8th grade counse-
lor, who contacted Mrs. 
Keel, a former JRMS counse-

They didn’t expect Trump to 
win. 

It is no joke that Trump won 
this election. What do the 
students and teachers think 
about this? Students like Phu 
Duong think that it is surpris-
ing that Trump won because 
he has been “very toxic.” 
Math 8 and Math 1 teacher 
Mr. Hanson also said, ”I think 
the top two candidates are 
not very good role models for 
America.” Based on the mock 

election, more than 60% of 
this school hoped that Hillary 
would win, but America decid-
ed that Trump will lead them. 
     People will now have to 
adapt to the new Trump presi-
dency. A lot of people never 
expected it. Students, like Bart 
Renderos thought that this 
year’s election is very weird 
and they hope that 2017 will 
be a better year. 

After November 9, 
students and staff of James 
Rutter Middle School have 
faced the fact that there will 
be a Trump Presidency in 
America. 

Students and teach-
ers watched in disbelief as 
Trump’s electoral votes went 
up and passed the limit. 
Teachers like Mr. Mclaughlin 
and Ms. Delight thought that 
Hillary would win based on 
her status in the election. 

S c h o o l  P r i n c i p a l  
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he said he always wanted to work in 
the forest service. However, he 
hopes to work for the rest of his life 
as a history teacher! 
                 Current students describe 
him as open-minded, amazing, fun-
ny and inspirational. “He’s funny 
and nice because if you are having a 
bad day, the joy he expresses just 
makes your day better,” said Sha-
naley Iakopo. “Mr. Shrader knows 
how to get students cooperating 
intensively when he teaches.” Ac-
cording to Victor Garcia, “Mr.  
Shrader’s appearance in class makes 
the day better. He is so friendly to 
all of his students.” 
                   His co-workers also ap-
preciate him. Mr. Mclaughlin said 
he was a very good teaching role 
model. “He is very helpful. He lets 
me come in his classroom to know 
new things. He interacts well with 
his classes and students who he 
goes on field trips with just to have 

             In B4 there is a very charis-
matic, happy teacher. He brightens 
every student’s day just by giving a 
smile. This teacher is Mr. Shrader. If 
you are in his class you understand 
better than anyone. There are in 
fact students who say he is their 
“favorite” teacher. He is an amazing 
role model to our young generation. 

He started teaching seven 
years ago, but first he had to go to 
college. He went to three different 
colleges for nine years. Modesto 
College, CSU Monterey, and UC San-
ta Cruz. 
              “History was the one thing I 
always did well in. I had very good 
teachers that made history come 
alive,” said Mr. Shrader. He chose 
this career because he gets paid to 
read books and make fun of stu-
dents all day. He really enjoys the 
company his students bring him, 
and he learns something different 
each day. If he weren’t a teacher, 

fun with them.” 
            Mr. Shrader is very loved 
here in JRMS. Many wish they could 
keep him as their history teacher. 
Mr. Shrader will be one of those 
unique teachers many would re-
member for the rest of their life.  

Sacramento CA- This school year 
the 8th grade boys basketball 
team had a great season. Thanks 
to their coach, Marcus.  There 
were twelve  boys on the team 
with five returning from last year. 
They got themselves a spot in the 
playoffs by winning three games, 
but took an upsetting loss to Pink-
erton Middle school 

In his second year, Coach 
Marcus has improved a lot from 
last year. He was able to meet his 
goal which was to win at least 
one more game than  last year.   

What made Coach Mar-
cus want to start coaching was 
watching his dad coach growing 
up. Coach Marcus says he likes 
every aspect of coaching. The 
players on the team say he is a 
great coach. Coach Marcus will 
also be coaching the 7th grade 
boys team. “It feels great know-
ing that I helped my team win a 
couple of games,’’ said Coach 
Marcus. 
 

H i s t o r y  i s  t h e  D e a l !  

B y  Y o s e l i n e  R o b l e s  

Lots of fun in Mr. Shraderõs class! 

The team after the 8th 

grade Basketball Tourna-

ment. 
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